VAZHAKUNNAM AS A DRAMATIST

none other than Subhadra. VazhakunnarrTs hint has really a magical
effect.

Vazhakunnam has been able to develop the plot so as to
increase the interest of the poeple. He successfully creates sur-
prise, humour and other sentiments harmoniously. One finds Arjuna
asking Krishna whether his acts and dress will create problems
for the true sannyasins. To the query, Krishna's answer is simple-
Sannyasins are those who are beyond the world and so the worry
about them is meaningless.16 Vazhakunnam's style is noteworthy
in this context.

In the drama, we find Subhadra getting attracted towards
Arjuna having heard of his deeds of valour since her early days.
She had been thinking that none other than Arjuna would take her
hand in marriage. She had only sympathy for Duryodhana, who
wished to marry her. Her deep rooted love for Arjuna is obvious
as she feels how nice it would be if the sannyasin was Arjuna,
seeing on his hands the marks caused by string of a bow.17

It is interesting to note the change in employment of sentiment
by the dramatist. Usually in the original story as developed in the
Mahabharata as well as Bhagavata, we find Arjuna attacked by
the Yadavas while he takes away Subhadra. Naturally there is no
doubt regarding the sentiment in the original story-it is vira. Arjuna's
valour is being projected through out the story. But here

16. Ibid.. p.9"

17. Ibid., p.24.
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